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Halfway through the first arrested persons should be 



day of the Mayday antiwar 
demonstrations here last 
spring, when police had al- 
ready arrested 7,000 people, 
the District °f Columbia gov- 
ernment offered "the protes- 
ters a deal. '7 

If the protest leaders called 
off the rest of their scheduled 
demonstrations,' it was pro- 



prosecuted. • 

Administration , officials, in- . 
eluding President Nixon, re- 
peatedly emphasized in May 
that’ the demonstrators should 1 
be' handled with “firmness.” 
Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell, in a speech in San 
Francisco on May 10, stressed 



posed, the government would , _ . 

drop most' of the charges and ‘ hat ‘ he “ringleaders” of- May- 
reduce others. day should be vigorously pro- 

' secutGd 

In the unusual proposal . • 'T •■••• ,. , 

communicated to Philip exchange the Mayday 

Hirschkop. ’a lawyer for the leaders were , to urge. all out- 
protesters, by police depart- , of - town „, demonstrators to 
ment general . counsel Gerald leave Washington, .-providing - 
M. Caplan, the government mass bus transportation if nec- 
also suggested it would be essary. 

willing to abandon any felony The government’s secret 
indictments growing out of offer, floated at the city’s com- 
Mayday. ; mand center early on the af-’~ 

The offer was -apparently . ternoon of Monday, JVtay- 3,. was 
.presented .with the knowledge ! Hy rejected 1 by the 

of high-ranking members of. People s Coahtion for Peace 
the Justice Department, where ! and (PCPJ), which re- . 

an - internal dispute was raging j * nsed lts Plsns- - . - 

. about the vigor" With which the | See MAYDAY, A9, Col. 1 









MAYDAY, From A1 

Moments : after that rejec- 
tion was decided upon, but be- 
fore the protesters’ answer 
had been transmitted to the ' 
government, Rennie Davis — aj 
. Ifeader of Mayday and the 
PCPJ — was arrested by FBI 
agents and charged with con- 
spiring to violate the pivil 
rights of others. 

, The government offer, 
which had remained confiden- 
tial for more than three 
months, became known to The 
Washington Post last week. 
The individuals principally in- 
volved confirmed it and the 
rejection in interviews. 

The information sheds new 
light on the Mayday conflict 
between the government and 
the protesters, who vowed to 
stop traffic and shut down the 
government with their actions, 
and on the prosecutions of 
demonstrators since. 

Although the overwhelming . 
majority of Mayday charges • 
were eventually dropped, this , 
came not on the initiative of 
the government but in re- 
sponse to formal 1 court orders 
by judges who found the ar- ; 
rest proceduers defective. ] 

Very few Mayday cases — ( 
perhaps two dozen — have re- . 
suited ■ in convictions after : 
trial. An estimated 1,000 of the 
12,000 arrested during three . 
days still remain to be proc- 
cessed by the courts. 

As reconstructed by partici- 




pants and other sources within 
the government and among 
the protesters, this is the se- 
quence of events surrounding 
the government offer of an 
early settlement: 

Hirschkop was summoned 
by telephone to the command 
center at about 2 p.m. that 
Monday to meet with city offi- 
cials. 

By that time, the city streets 
had been largely cleared of 
demonstrators through mass 
arrests and suspension of the 
standard police field arrest 
forms. 

District officials had real- 
ized that detention facilities 
were inadequate for the num- 
bers in custody and were fac- 
ing the liklibood of challenge 
to their procedures from civil 



liberties groups. 

Hirschkop was met at the 
command center by Caplan, 
who presented the compro- 
mise offer in the hallway. 
Mayor Walter E. Washington 
and Deputy Mayor Graham 
Watt were nearby. 

Although there was dispute 
within the ’ Justice Depart- 
ment, sources have revealed 
that the Internal Security Di- 
vision was pressing for felony 
charges against everyone ar- 
rested for allegedly obstruct- 
ing traffic. 

Neither Caplan nor Hirsch-, 
iop will discuss the particulars 
of their conversation. 

But Caplan concedes chat 
“discussions took place on the 
processing of cases, as they al- 
ways do.” Hirschkop agrees 
that “there was discussion 
with regard to disposition of the 
Mayday charges.” 

A Justice Department 
spokesman said yesterday that] 
he had no information about 
any such offer. 

Other sources, however, in- 
dicate that the following 
points were included in the 
proposed settlement: 

o Those - who had been ar- 
rested without field arrest 
forms and photographs would 
be released at once, and oth- 
ers would be able to go free 
on payment of collateral of 
$ 10 . 

o Mayday leaders would ap- 
peal to their followers to leave 
the city and would assist with 
transportation. 

• There would be no felony 
indictments involving serious 
criminal penalties upon con- 
viction. , 

Police would not search, 
those in custody for drugs, an 
action that could put the ar- 



restees in jeopardy of prosecu- 
ion on additional charges:* 
Hirschkop was reportedly 
;o ld that he must come back 
vith an answer from PCPJ 
md his Mayday clients within 
i few hours. 

He transmitted the govern- 
ment’s offer to a meeting of 
about six protest leaders fol- 
lowing their afternoon press 
conference at a hotel on 
Rhode Island Avenue NW, 
here Davis acknowledged 

iat “we failed this morning 
, stop the U, S. government 
As Davis remembers the 
roposal, “I got , the feeling 
iat (What they were saying 
,a S ) if I went before the press 
gain and claimed success and 
rged everyone to go home . . . 

lot of hardship would, be 
voided.” . , 

Another participant at the 
leeting' puts it this way: 
They would not go iuieau 
pith prosecuting the leaders if 
re would call it quits. 

Both said that they assumed 
t the time that the offer had 
he blessings of the Justice 
)epartment. v 

Davis explained last week 
hat the assembled organizers 
‘treated it almost as a joke. It 
vas such a preposterous idea. 
iVe couldn’t believe that some- 
ine w’ould do that. 

“It was clearly nothing that 
vo were going to treat seri- 
lusly,” he said. 



I Other sources said the offer 
was considered especially pre- 
posterous, because the May- 
day and PCPJ leaders had no 
capacity to control or direct 
,the exact plans of the thou- 
sands of demonstrators who 
had come to Washington from 
distant states. 

One legal observer sug- 
gested that the offer “seems to 
have assumed a command 
structure that just 1 wasn’t 
there.” 

Hirschkop never got back in 
touch with Caplan about, the 
proposed settlement 

In* Hirschkop’s view, the 
eventual felony charges 
against Davis, John ( Froines, 
Abbie Hoffman and Bradford 
Lyttle “all grew out of (May- 
day's) failure to respond to the 
negotiations.” - 

Caplan declines comment on 
that point, as do other govern- 
ment officials responsible for 
setting policy during the dem- 
onstrations. V : 

It was suggested by other 
sources, however, that the gov- 
ernment felt at the time that 
it was "negotiating from 
strength” with demonstrators 
whose ranks had been substan- 
tially diminished by the Mon- 
day morning arrests. 

Others said it was only an- 
other form of the standard 
“plea bargaining” process 
which occurs everyday. 

Only a few hours later, 
Chief Judge Harold H. Greene 
of D.C. Superior Court or- 
dered police and military offi- 
cials into court to explain 
their procedures. 

His was the first of a long 
series of rulings which ulti- 
mately resulted in the release 
of most of the prisoners — 
without any concession from 
the other side. 




